
Concepts of Nature: Engaging Across Curriculums

How: 
● Write a survey with key questions* 

about perceptions of nature.
● Work with teachers from schools with a 

variety of different curriculums
● Have teachers introduce survey to 

students so they can self-nominate.
●  Gather information on pros and cons of 

nature as pure.
● Compare results between schools. 
● Present the data from survey responses 

to the students 
● Allow students to reflect on their 

differences and what affects their beliefs
*see text bubbles for examples

What: 
● Views of nature are formed through 

individual, cultural and educational 
backgrounds.

● Concepts of Nature
○ Pure: Nature is separate and 

untouched by human beings.
○ Human beings should not interfere 

with the processes of nature.
○ Hybrid: Human beings are a part of, 

and can improve upon, nature.
○ It is impossible to separate nature 

from human beings, we have already 
made our mark.

● Scholarship
○ Walley: Western ideas of nature as 

being separate from humans.
○ White: purity is unattainable due to 

constant human interaction, and 
romanticizing pure nature has grave 
implications. 

● How does education influence these 
ideas of nature?

● Does an environmental or outdoor 
emphasis in curriculum in high schools 
result in a “pure” view of nature? 

Who: 
● High school students in Portland.
● Schools with and without a focus on nature. 
● To avoid student privacy issues, work with 

teachers first so students can self-nominate. 
● Work with public and private schools for a 

variety of possible racial and socioeconomic 
backgrounds.

●

“Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire.” -W.B.S

Rowan Keller, Sophie Marchetti, Sam Hernandez
ENVS 160 Fall 2018

References: 
Boundless. 2018. Nature vs. Nurture: Boundless Psychology. Child Development
Bradley, Jennifer Campbell, T. M. Waliczek, and J. M. Zajicek. 2010. Relationship Between 
Environmental Knowledge and Environmental Attitude of High School Students. The Journal of 
Environmental Education
White, Richard. 2000. The Problem with Purity: Tanner Lectures on Human Values. Google Scholar
Walley, Christine. 2004. Where there is no nature: Rough waters. Princeton University Press

Next Steps: Gather results from survey 
and set up a dialogic panel in order to 
elucidate differences in beliefs between 
students.

Goal: To understand how different views of nature as pure or hybrid are formed from curriculum in education. 

Assessment: Use a feedback form to 
assess whether students developed greater 
self-awareness of their views of nature, and 
how their education formed their beliefs. 

Is nature only 
found in 

designated 
areas?

Can human 
beings improve 

nature, or 
should it be left 

alone? 

Is it up to 
humans to 

protect nature?


